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NEWS RELEASE
(Note to editors: This news release was originally mailed Sept. 25 but without the second
page. We regret any inconvenience this may have caused. Here is the release in full.)
HOT TOPIC- TERRORISM COURSE ADDED TO WINTER SEMESTER OFFERINGS
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON
DAYTON, Ohio- An undergraduate-level course on human rights, scheduled for the
upcoming winter semester at the University of Dayton, has been yanked from its place in the
political science course rotation. Instead, Mark Ensalaco will teach political science 452 "political violence" -long nicknamed "the terrorism course."
Ensalaco, associate professor of political science at UD, quickly requested the switch of
political science chair Christopher Duncan just after the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks on New York
City and Washington, D.C. The hot and timely topic will be used not only to educate students
but also encourage their tolerance, said Ensalaco, an expert on terrorism who also serves as
director of the Center for International Students at UD and as the executive director of the
International Human Education Consortium.
"The political violence course typically covers a wide range of issues related to
violence," Ensalaco said. "This time the course will have a very different focus than in the past.
It will be almost entirely dedicated to threats to America and American interests emanating
from Middle East and Islamic terrorist groups. In other words, this course will be dedicated to
Osama bin Laden."
A large portion of the course also will involve fairly detailed analysis of specific attacks
attributed to his fighters, such as those in Saudi Arabia in 1995 and 1996 and the attack on
U.S. special forces in Somalia in 1993, Ensalaco said. "We'll study the nature of the attacks in
terms of their historical and political contexts."
From a broader perspective, this particular semester of "political violence" -beginning
Jan. 3, 2002- will cover the history and evolution of Middle Eastern terrorism from the 1960s
Palestine Liberation Organization and Arab nationalist groups, whose motivation was national,
to the outgrowth of Islamic fundamentalist groups vying for Islamic statehood, Ensalaco said.
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"After the Iranian revolution in 1979, with the fall of the Shah and the rise of Khomeini,
we saw the formation of these fundamentalist groups whose ideology is very different than that
of the groups that came before them," Ensalaco said. "With the Taliban militia, bin Laden's
organization wants the overthrow of the Saudi and Egyptian governments. He admires the
Taliban for establishing an Islamic state."
Ensalaco said he is currently planning to weave the course lectures into a short book,
about 150-180 pages, covering the history and evolution of Middle Eastern terrorism.
Ensalaco has taught the terrorism course often in his 12 years at UD. He said he felt
compelled to offer the course before it was actually due again because of "the magnitude of the
tragedy in New York and Washington and the fact that we are at war."
He said he also has a second motive to teaching the course soon. "I see that our students
are angry and hurt about what happened in New York and Washington, and as important as it
is for us to promote learning here at the University, I think it's also important to promote
tolerance," he said.
"I'd like our students to understand the historical context of the attitudes that caused
the attacks," he added. Understanding them doesn't justify them, but if the students
understand the complexities involved, perhaps they'll avoid the conception that all people of
Islam or all Arabs are terrorists."
-30For media interviews, contact Mark Ensalaco at (937) 229-2765 or via e-mail at
mark.ensalaco@notes.udayton.edu.

